
I Will Build My Church 

Matthew 16:13-20 



    

“Who do men say that I, the Son 
of Man, am?”   

“But who do you say that I am?”  

“You are the Christ, the Son of 
the living God.”  



I. Who is Building the Church? (v. 12) 

A. Christ is building the Church. 

- 1 Corinthians 12:18, But now God has set 
the members, each one of them, in the body 
just as He pleased.    

B. He calls it ‘His Church’. 

C. The Church is built upon Christ. 



D. He is the Rock of all Scripture. 

The Psalmist’s Rock.  

Psalm 18: 2, 31; The Lord is my rock and my 
fortress…  

V. 31 For who is God, except the Lord?  And 
who is a rock, except our God?   

(Psalm 62:2; 95:1) 



Paul’s Rock: Rom. 9:33,   

Rom. 9:33, “Behold, I lay in Zion a stumbling stone and 
rock of offense, And whoever believes on Him will not 
be put to shame.”  

1 Cor. 3:9-11; For we are God’s fellow workers; you are 
God’s field, you are God’s building. 10According to the 
grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master 
builder I have laid the foundation, and another builds 
on it. But let each one take heed how he builds on 
it. 11For no other foundation can anyone lay than that 
which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.  

1 Corinthians 10:4, For they drank of that spiritual Rock 
that followed them, and that Rock was Christ.  



Peter’s Rock: 

1 Peter 2:7-8, “The stone which the builders 
rejected Has become the chief cornerstone,” 

8and “A stone of stumbling And a rock of 
offense.”  



E. The Church is on a solid foundation! 

Ephesians 2:19-22, Now, therefore, you are no 
longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow 
citizens with the saints and members of the 
household of God,  

20having been built on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself 
being the chief cornerstone,  

21in whom the whole building, being fitted 
together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord,  

22in whom you also are being built together for a 
dwelling place of God in the Spirit. 

 



II. What is the Church? (V. 18) 

A. The Church is made up locally of believing saints.   

A church is a local assembly of baptized believers 
organized under the discipline of the Word of God 
and the Lordship of Christ to carry out the Great 
Commission, to evangelize, teach repentant 
believers and to administer the ordinances of 
Believers Baptism and the Lord’s table.  Its officers 
are Pastors and Deacons and it is self-governing.  
It functions through the ministry and gifts given by 
the Holy Spirit to each believer for the Honor, 
Praise and Glory of Jesus Christ.  



B. Someday, when all the saints are 
all assembled in Heaven.  

 Heb. 12:22-23, But you have come to Mount 
Zion and to the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem, to an innumerable 
company of angels,  

23to the general assembly and church of the 
firstborn who are registered in heaven, to 
God the Judge of all, to the spirits of just 
men made perfect. 



C. The Church today is the local body 
of Christ.    

Col. 1:18-24, And He is the head of the body, the church, 
who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, 
that in all things He may have the preeminence…. 

21And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your 
mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled  

22in the body of His flesh through death, to present you 
holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight. 

26the mystery which has been hidden from ages and from 
generations, but now has been revealed to His saints. 



D. The Church is to bring glory to Christ. 

Ephesians 3:21, to Him be glory in the church by 
Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

The Great Commandment (Matt. 22:37-40) and  

The Great Commission (Matt. 28:19-20).   

 1. That’s Worship! 

 2.  That’s Ministry! 

 3. That’s Evangelism! 

 4. That’s Fellowship! 

 5. That’s making Disciples! 

 



E. The Church is the Bride of Christ. 

- Ephesians 5:23-32 

F. The Church is built out of living stones. 

- 1 Peter 2:5, you also, as living stones, are 
being built up a spiritual house, a holy 
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 

- …each one for the profit of all (1 Cor. 12:7b). 

-  1 Cor. 12:12-27 

 



III. How Secure Is the Church? (V. 18)
  

A. The gates of Hell shall not prevail against it. 

B. What is meant by the gates of hell? 

- Ephesians 6:12, For we do not wrestle against 
flesh and blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of 
wickedness in the heavenly places.  

C. Jesus foresaw the attacks of the enemy upon 
the church. 

D. The church has and will stand until Jesus comes. 



 
  
 


